
Town of Middlebury 
Public Health and Safety Committee 

 
AGENDA NOTES 

For Monday, January 27, 2020 
Supporting Documents are attachments 

 
Meeting time: 4:00 p.m. 

Middlebury Police Station Community Room 
 
 

1. 4:00 p.m.  Meeting called to order, adoption of the agenda 
 
2. 4:00 p.m.   Review and approval of minutes of the October 21, 2019 meeting 
 
3. 4:05 p.m.  Update on the Homeless situation in Middlebury, creation of a consortium to further 

study and come to resolutions on the  issue. 
 
 Proposal to move the on-going study and exploration of the roots of the regional homeless issue 

from the Public Safety Committee to a consortium of stakeholders. We can take advantage of a 
program sponsored by the UVM Health Network and research by Middlebury College student 
Hannah Mass as the impetus for putting this consortium together. Attachments include a 
description of the UVM Health Network program, resume of Hannah Mass, statistics showing an 
increase of police homeless interventions from 2018-2019. 

 
4. 4:25 p.m.  Update on mental health and substance abuse issues 
 
 An update into the issues faced by the police on substance abuse issues, including the growing 

prevalence of Meth. Recent crimes and an increase in violence go hand in hand. These issues, 
along with inebriation and other substance use/abuse issues also tie in with the homeless issue. 
Attachments include, for informational purposes, police and hospital policies on dealing with 
mental health issues. 

 
5.  4:35 p.m.  Potential ordinance to deal with abandoned, destroyed, and dangerous buildings 
 
 Review of an ordinance from Woodstock that deals with dangerous, abandoned, and destroyed 

properties.  A look at the existing Middlebury zoning ordinance. Citing examples of recent burned 
out properties that became public nuisances.  The committee should come to a recommendation 
to the selectboard and how to proceed. The Woodstock ordinance and sections from statute and 
town ordinance are attached for informational purposes. 

 
6. 4:45 p.m.  Parking Issue on Mill Street- public or private? 
 
 With the renovation of the old mill on Mill Street, town 2-hour parking signs were removed and 

replaced with signs that post the parking is for customers of the old mill businesses only with a 2-
hour limit.  The police do not enforce private parking. This change has removed 17 spaces from 
the public parking inventory. All known legal documents have most of these spaces along the 
creek on town property, in spite of a claim that these spaces were “assigned” to the former 



owner of the Old Mill (Midd College) and thereby this assignment followed the transfer of the 
property to others. 

 
7.  4:55 p.m.  Request for a handicap space in front of the Star Mill on Park Street 
 
 For recommendation to the Selectboard – yea or nea on a request has been made to add another 

handicap parking a space on Park Street in front of the Star Mill. Correspondence on the matter 
between the  operator of the Star Mill and   David Wetmore and Chief Hanley are attached for 
information purposes. 

 
8.  5:00 p.m. – schedule for next meeting, adjournment 


